406              Henry of Navarre.

bleau, to appeal to the King's old friendship, and to
oppose a brazen denial to any charges brought
against him, which would be, as he supposed, little
more than vague surmises resting on no certain
evidence.

No one was less vindictive and more humane than
Henry IV., and we may well believe his assurance
that if his own safety alone and not that of his
family and country had been at stake, he would still
have pardoned his old friend and companion in arms.
As it was, he assured Sully that if Biron would make
a clean breast, confess everything and sue for pardon,
all should be forgiven and forgotten. He probably
justified such clemency by the reflection that the
Duke after such abasement would no longer be
dangerous. He bade the minister go to him and
advise him to conceal nothing, and to hope every-
thing from his master's affection. But Biron was
obdurate. He protested both to Sully and to the
King, with whom he had two interviews, that he
had been foully calumniated, that he had done
nothing, knew nothing except what he had already
confessed at Lyons.

The evening of the second day after his arrival he
played cards till after midnight at the Queen's table;
as he rose to leave, the King called him aside:
" Biron, you know that I have loved you. Confess
the truth to me and I will pardon you/* Again
Biron said he had nothing to confess. "I see/'
replied Henry, " that I shall learn nothing from you.
Perhaps the Count of Auvergne will tell me more.
Good-bye, Baron de Biron." As soon as he passed